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1. I greatly appreciated the opportunity to give evidence on the above Bill and I am 
sorry that I had to leave the session on 13th May 2009 before the end.    
 
2. My early departure meant that I did not have the opportunity to correct some 
erroneous statements about SPTC that Professor Neil Kay made in his evidence to 
the committee on 6th May. Whilst SPTC fully appreciates that committee members 
are well able to distinguish between truth and mis-statement, we are very concerned 
that his statements are on the public record without any amendment.   
 
3. Professor Kay said Half of the office bearers of the SPTC are nominated by 
councils, and a significant number of its directors are nominated by councils… the 
impression is given that it represents the interests of parents and teachers, when in 
fact it seems to be representing the interests of larger schools in urban areas, and 
councils that might wish to have an argument made for larger schools, larger classes 
and possibly fewer teachers. As further evidence of this view he added I have looked 
at the SPTC's annual reports and, as far as I can make out, my understanding is that 
the majority of its funding comes from councils (by which, the context makes clear, he 
means local authorities, not parent councils). 
 
4. SPTC Directors, who are all volunteers and either parents or teachers actively 
involved in schools, are very concerned that this completely misrepresents both them 
as individuals and their true position. The total focus of SPTC is on parents; the 
teachers who are directors fully appreciate this and participate in our work because 
they have a fundamental belief in the importance of partnership between parents and 
schools. Moreover, whilst it is true that some directors come from large urban, 
primary and secondary schools, we also have directors from rural primary and 
secondary schools as well as some with a particular interest in special education.   
Indeed, between them, our directors bring to any discussion a wealth and diversity of 
experience that represents the diverse views of parents across Scotland.    
 
5. In terms of our funding, it is true that ten local authorities have chosen to pay for 
those of their parent councils that wish to join us from central funds, but this is for 
administrative convenience; it is the individual schools that are our members. 
 
6. In terms of the assertion that we support only large classes and large schools, 
again this is a mis-statement.  Of 1,768 Parent Councils and PTAs that are members 
of SPTC, 483 or 27% come from schools with up to 100 pupils and 265 or 16.5% 
come from schools with up to 50 pupils. (If I remember correctly, Mervyn Benford 
spoke of a 90-10% split, though I am not sure what exactly he was referring to – 
whether it was pupils or schools.)  Moreover, judging from the feedback that they 
give, and the frequency with which they phone up, these small schools find the help 
that we offer particularly useful, possibly because they tend to be otherwise quite 
remote.  
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7. I would be very grateful if you would arrange for this to be added to the public 
record as a correction to Professor Kay’s mis-statements.  
 
Judith Gillespie 
Development Manager 
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